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Overview 

 

Cathedral College Wangaratta will be introducing a Bring Your Own Device Program (BYOD) in

the Middle and Senior Schools from the start of 2022.  

Students from Year Six to Year Twelve will be required to bring a suitable device to school each

day to support their learning. Students will be permitted to use a Windows or a macOS device,

however, these devices will need to meet a set of minimum requirements which are outlined in

this handbook. 

 

The use of technology to facilitate learning continues to be an integral part of the teaching

and learning process at Cathedral College Wangaratta. Our aim is to ensure that all students

have access to opportunities to learn anytime, anywhere, and that they have the tools to make

this possible. Students develop information and communication technology (ICT) capabilities as

they learn to use ICTs effectively and appropriately to access, create and communicate

information and ideas. 

 

It is anticipated that the BYOD Program will ensure that we not only sustain but also enhance

The College’s Teaching and Learning Program. The development and refinement of ICT literacy

will enable students to develop vital work-related skills, including problem-solving and working

collaboratively in an increasingly digital world. We aim to best prepare our students for further

education and training and to live and work responsibly and effectively in a rapidly changing

world. 

 

Value and Benefit of BYOD 

 

Allowing students to bring their own device to school will provide them with the opportunity to

be more efficient and organised in their daily College life. This will work in conjunction with our

learning management system (SEQTA), where students will have greater access to their

curriculum and learning resources. Accessing these resources on a personal device will allow for

a more seamless connection between school and home. 

 

Purchasing a device 

 

Under the BYOD Program, all students in Years Six - Twelve are required to bring their own

computing device to school each day. This personal computing device needs to meet the

Minimum Device Specifications identified by The College.  Parents can utilise the school device

purchase portal to purchase a new device if required.  They can also independently purchase

from a retailer a device that meets the school’s minimum specifications. 

The College has partnered with CompNow, an experienced and reputable education provider

for families to purchase a device that meets all our minimum requirements. Parents can access

further information by visiting The College Portal Page. 

https://shop.compnow.com.au/school/cathedral-college
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That it is still under warranty.  

That it can maintain battery charge for a typical school day. 

That it has Accidental Damage Protection. If not check whether any damage could be

covered under any house or contents insurance you may have. 

Purchasing devices independently or using a pre-purchased device 

 

If you have recently purchased a device for your child and it is less than three years old, it will

most likely meet the minimum specification requirements; however, you are encouraged to

ensure that it does meet the requirements specified below. 

 

We recommend that if you are bringing a device already owned: 

Minimum Device Specifications 

 

The College strongly recommends that students choose a laptop-style device to ensure their

school learning experience is maximised. 

*Please note that Windows 10 S mode versions of the operating system are not supported by

the school due to the software requirements. You can freely switch out of windows S mode by

following this guide from Microsoft Switching out of S mode in Windows 10 (microsoft.com) 
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Cathedral College Wangaratta has a dedicated portal for parents to purchase a device

through our selected technology partner CompNow. 

 https://shop.compnow.com.au/school/cathedral-college 

All devices purchased through the dedicated portal will meet The College’s minimum

required specifications. 

Warranty bundles will be available with the devices which include a 3-year warranty with

some level of ADP (Accidental Device Protection).  

It is highly recommended that ADP is added to a newly purchased device, as the cost to

replace a smashed screen, for example, can be quite costly. 

Each device's ADP is different and has different excesses. They should be read and checked

thoroughly. 

ADP warranties do not cover lost or stolen devices and you would need to look at any

house or contents insurance you may have to cover this sort of incident. 

Any issues that arise with devices purchased through the CompNow portal can be taken

directly to The College's  ICT Service Desk. The ICT Support technicians can assist in the

logging of any warranty or ADP claim on your behalf.  

Incompatible Devices  

 

Cathedral College Wangaratta has determined that a tablet device without a physical

keyboard, e.g., an iPad, is not suitable to sufficiently deliver all the desired learning outcomes

for students in Years Six - Twelve and therefore will not be supported as part of the Middle to

Senior School BYOD Program. Only devices with the recommended hardware and operating

systems will be supported by The College.

 

BYOD Parent Purchase Portal 

 

Further information 

Size and battery 

 

A larger screen size above 14” generally makes the laptop bigger and heavier to carry around

and doesn’t provide any additional benefit. Some manufactures have cheap 15” screens but

poor components. The battery life of 10 hours or more will mean students should not run out of

charge during the day.  A laptop that can be a 2-in-1 and have a Stylus/Pen and/or touch

screen may be beneficial to certain students but is not a required minimum specification. 

Software 

 

Required software and configuration will be provided to the students by them enrolling their

device in the school Mobile Device Management (MDM) software platforms depending on

their device. We are currently developing this enrolment procedure with the plan for parents

and students to be able to enrol their devices at home over their internet. 

 

The College will also provide an opportunity for students with no or poor internet to perform the

enrolment at school in January before the start of Term One, 2022. More information will follow

with dates and times. 
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Microsoft Office 365 

Adobe Creative Cloud Suite 

Vivi – Wireless Screen Mirroring 

Google Chrome web browser 

Sophos Intercept X Advanced – endpoint antivirus and malware protection software that

works together with our onsite Sophos firewall to protect users

If your child’s device develops a fault, whether it was purchased via the school device

purchase portal or independently they can bring it to the ICT Service Desk and they will

triage the issue and provide recommendations. 

If the device was purchased via the school device purchase portal with warranty and/or

ADP, we will be able to lodge a repair with the manufacturer. 

If the device was not purchased via the school device purchase portal then you will need to

contact the shop or manufacturer for repair costs and options. 

The loan device will be a windows-based device. 

The loan device will be able to be taken home and will come with a charger and protective

slipcase. 

The loan device is expected to be returned when the student’s personal device has been

repaired. 

If the student’s device has been lodged via the ICT Service Desk for repair, we reserve the

right to hold on to that device until the student has returned the school loan device. 

It is a requirement that all student-owned devices within this program are enrolled into one of

the schools provided MDM software platforms. Failure to enrol will mean the device will be

barred from the school network. This is to ensure the safety and security of all student devices on

the network as well as The College's infrastructure. 

Default software that will be provided: 

 

There will be additional software provided to students to optionally install through the provided

MDM platforms depending on their electives. 

Day Loan and Repair Loan devices 

 

If your child is unable to bring their device to school, there will be the ability for them to borrow

a school loan device for the day. The school loan device will be a windows-based device. 

In either case, the school will provide a loan device to your child to continue their work. 
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The student will use the school’s filtered wireless network. 

We recommend that each device is housed in appropriate protective casing. 

The student will need to take their device home each night so that it can be charged. 

BYOD devices are to be stored in the student’s locker during lunch and recess breaks or

when not in use. 

Students are to make use of their provided combination lock to keep their device and

personal effects secure in the locker provided. 

The College reserves the right to inspect a student’s personal device if there is reason to

believe that the student has violated school policies, school rules or has engaged in other

misconduct while using their personal device. 

Violations of school or class rules involving a student’s personally owned device may result in

disciplinary action. 

The College reserves the right to block a student’s device from using the network and or

software if they violate The College's policies. 

 

Device Charging 

Students will not be allowed to charge their devices on campus and should not bring their

chargers to school. This is due to the work health and safety issues surrounding having charging

cables plugged in. Students whose device runs out of charge will be able to borrow a day loan

device from school.

Student Responsibilities 

 

The student is expected to take full responsibility for their device. While every effort will be made

to ensure their security, The College takes no responsibility for loss, theft or damage to the

device either at school or in travel to and from school. Students must ensure that their device is

secured in their locker when not in use. The student will be responsible for the proper care of

their device, including any costs of repair.  

 

The student is responsible for charging their device prior to bringing it to school. It should be

capable of running off its own battery while at school. Desired battery life is 8 hours minimum. 

Storage 

 

Usage 

 

Students are expected at all times to adhere to the current Student Code of Conduct when

utilising personal devices at school. Students will also be required to adhere to a BYOD User

Agreement which will be published prior to 2022.

When at school, students should only use their devices to access classroom-related activities. 

The student will comply with teachers’ requests to turn off the device for learning when it is not

required in the classroom. Students should not take photos, video or sound recordings of other

students and members of staff without their knowledge and consent. They are not allowed to

transmit or post photos, video or sound recordings taken at school without the express

permission of a teacher/staff member. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What is BYOD? 

BYOD refers to students bringing a personally owned device to school for the purpose of

learning. 

Bring Your Own Device is a well-established practice in education. It enables students to have

the ability to bring their personally owned devices to school. It recognises that technology and

choices about technology are very much personal and that using technology in education

means much more than simply meeting specific curriculum requirements. It also gives students

and families the freedom to make technology choices that suit their

preferences/circumstances. 

How does the Bring Your Own Device Program operate? 

All students in the Middle and Senior School (Years Six - Twelve) are required to bring their own

computing device to school each day. The device must meet the requirements as outlined in

the BYOD Minimum Device Specifications listed above. 

Is my child required to bring a device to school? 

Yes, students in Years Six - Twelve will be expected to bring a device to school. Students will still

have access to existing school ICT resources for some subjects, however, by having their own

device students will have access to their school files and the school’s software suites, anywhere

within the School. 

If families are unable to provide a personal device for their children in 2022, The College will

ensure students have access to a loan computer. 

 

What about the physical safety of the device whilst at school? 

As with other personal equipment, individual students retain the responsibility for their own

property at school. Students must ensure devices have a protective case or covering, and it is

permissible to carry them in a small satchel. Parents must make their own arrangements

regarding insurance and cover for accidental damage. The school will not take responsibility for

accidental damage or loss to student property, nor do our insurance policies cover it.  In cases

of malicious damage or theft by another student, existing school processes for damage to

school or another student's property will apply.  

What happens to the device during recess, lunchtimes and before/after school? 

It is up to each student to ensure the safety and security of their device. Every Middle and Senior

School student is provided with a locker that should be secured by a lock. Devices must be

locked in this locker and they are not permitted to be left elsewhere. Other than for supervised

schoolwork or private study, students will not normally be permitted to use their devices outside

of class time. We encourage students to relax, spend time with friends and undertake physical

activity during breaks. This allows them to work at their peak in class time. 

 

Will the students’ use of the Internet be monitored at school? 

All student usage of the Internet is filtered and logged. Data on a student’s activity can be

accessed at any time by the appropriate levels of staff who can act upon it. 
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Apple MacBook Air (M1) 

HP ProBook x360 435 G8 

Surface Laptop Go (Intel Core i5, 8GB RAM, 128GB SSD) 

Devices that can access the Internet through Mobile Phone Networks 

Students must only access the internet by signing into The College network. 

If the student’s device comes with mobile internet access built-in, the student will need to

deactivate that whilst at school. 

A student’s device should not be ‘hot spotted’ to another personal device whilst at school to

circumvent the internet filter.  

What about the storage of work? 

A major part of the school’s software stack is Microsoft 365. Students are given educational

licences to use this software. Microsoft OneDrive is our default cloud storage system. Students

should make sure any school files on their device are backed up to their school One Drive

account. 

It is recommended that personal data is not stored in a student's OneDrive account. Students

who store and or share data that is illegal or violates copyright using this service.

 

What type of device is suitable? 

Please see the BYOD Minimum Device Specifications above. Technology changes rapidly and it

is quite expensive, so we advise parents to research what is available in order to buy the best

value for money. Remember to let the retailer know you are looking to purchase a new device

for educational purposes, as often there is discounted pricing for this purpose. 

 

Examples of devices that meet the specifications are: 

 

How much can I expect the device to be used in class? 

This will depend upon the subject, the topic and the teaching and learning approach being

utilised. On some days the use will be heavy and on others less so. The devices are required to

enhance the teaching & learning experience, but they do not drive it.    

What happens if my device malfunctions? 

The College's onsite ICT support technicians will be able to perform simple diagnostics and if the

problem is easily rectifiable, then effect basic remedial measures. This would not include repairs

to hardware. The College can provide a loan laptop whilst repairs are performed. Devices that

have been purchased via the school device purchase portal can have the device logged for

repair via the ICT Service Desk at school. 
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What happens while my device is away for repair? 

If the device has been logged for repair via the ICT support technicians, then they will issue a loan

laptop that can be taken home. Parents will need to inform the student's homeroom teacher if a

student will be coming to school without a laptop due to it currently being repaired. The

homeroom teacher can then contact ICT support for them to prepare a loan laptop that can be

taken home. Parent contact is required for the student to be able to take a loan laptop home.

 

What about an extended warranty or care package? 

Most retailers or companies offer an option, and it is worth investigating what each has to offer. For

example, Apple offers AppleCare+, which is a 3-year warranty and ADP* (Accidental Damage

Protection).  Devices purchased through our ICT provider will offer a 3-year onsite warranty and

ADP* as an option.

*Note excess payable will vary between manufacture and damage that has occurred. 

 

Is it possible to print to the School printers? 

As part of the device enrolment process in the school's MDM software platforms, it will set up the

school’s printers. We anticipate students will increasingly be moving away from needing to print,

other than for work to be submitted for assessment, where a hard copy is requested. SEQTA Learn,

our learning management system, will be used increasingly to facilitate the uploading and

completion of some assessment tasks. 

 

What about additional software for electives? 

There will be additional software provided to students to optionally install through the provided

school MDM platforms depending on their electives. 

 

Does my child need to bring the device home each night? 

Yes, they will need it for homework, and they will need to make sure it is charged overnight.

Therefore, devices should be taken home daily.  

 

Do I need to purchase Microsoft Office? 

No, all enrolled students are entitled to access Microsoft Office 365, which allows them to install the

latest version of Microsoft Office on their own device. 

 

Do I need to purchase Antivirus? 

No. The College will provide what is called endpoint protection software. This will help protect

against Malware, Ransomware, Exploits and Viruses. The endpoint protection software will be a

required instalment as part of the enrolment of the student’s device. The College will reserve the

right to block a student’s laptop if they tamper or remove the software from their device. 

  

Will the laptops be monitored at home? 

When being used at school, these devices will be subject to the standard web filtering applied to

all school computers. All internet traffic will be monitored and filtered based on the school policies.

When used at home, the school does not monitor any internet access and therefore parents may

want to seek out additional protection via their internet Service Provider (ISP). 
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Is an external hard drive necessary? 

No. Under the student educational licences provided students are provided with up to 1TB of

storage free using the OneDrive software. 

 

What happens if my laptop is lost/stolen or broken? 

It is the responsibility of each student to ensure their laptop is protected. The College takes no

responsibility for damage/lost/stolen equipment and strongly recommends that families protect

the laptops with warranty and ADP. To cover lost or stolen devices please check with your home

contents insurance on any cover that may apply or be obtained. 

 

What happens if the battery goes flat during the day? 

The minimum device specifications recommended reference a battery life that will last a typical

school day. Students should not need to recharge and should not expect there will be available

chargers or power outlets. There should be no need for them to bring chargers and it is

important they develop the habit of charging their devices overnight. Students will not be

allowed to use chargers on-site due to Work Health and Safety risks. Students are required to

charge their devices each night at home.

Is there particular software that my child will need to have on their device? 

The College will provide access to all software required for their learning via the school's MDM

platforms. The student’s device will need to meet the minimum specifications as recommended

by the school for the software to work and for them to access the school’s network. 

 

What if my child is studying a subject that requires specialised software/hardware? 

The College will continue to provide specialist hardware and software where required to meet

the requirements of subjects such as Visual Communication & Design, Music Technology or

Media. Optional software depending on subjects chosen by the student may be provided via

the school MDM platforms for a student to install on their device.  

FURTHER INFORMATION

The College will continue to keep you updated with information regarding the BYOD Program.

Any further questions or queries can be sent via email to:

byod.question@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au
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